BICC (Bonn International Center for Conversion) deals with global topics in the �ield
of peace and con�lict research.

The soldier is keeping guard from his position atop a Toyota Land Cruiser, Bir Saliba West Darfur. The Sudanese–Chadian Joint Border Force
was established after the rapprochement between Chad and Sudan
brought an end to a decade of heavy con�lict and proxy wars fought
between the two countries.
Additional efforts are underway to establish similar joint forces along
the borders shared with Central African Republic and Libya but with
little success due to the current political and security environment in
the region.

BICC carries out trans-disciplinary, applied
research, which lays the foundation for
its policy advice and contributions to public
debates.
The photo exhibition “A CALL FOR ARMS: Community security
and arms control in Darfur” is supported by
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Problems of organised violence lie at the
heart of its Conversion Studies. Its themes
range from the (de)mobilisation of violent
actors, arms exports and small arms control, to the meaning of organised violence
for global migration and the use of natural
resources.

Internationales Konversionszentrum Bonn
Bonn International Center for Conversion GmbH
Director for Research
Professor Dr. Conrad Schetter
Director for Administration
Michael Dedek

Pfarrer-Byns-Straße 1, 53121 Bonn, Germany
+49 (0)228 911 96-0, Fax -22, bicc@bicc.de
A project of
SDDRC
UNAMID CLIPS welding training
The Joint UN–African Union Mission in Darfur provides vocational training to youth at risk of recruitment by armed groups or criminal gangs.
Trainings are provided in electrical engineering, vehicle maintenance
and welding. This Vocational Training Centre in El Geneina, West Darfur
is now supported by a new programme run by GIZ as of July 2015.
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A CALL FOR ARMS
Community security and arms control in Darfur
The region of Darfur, Sudan, is roughly the size of France. In past decades, crises and violent con�lict have prevented the population from settling in peace.
According to the United Nations, approximately 2.7 million people have �led,
and an estimated 230,000 people have died in the course of a civil war that has
been ongoing since 2003. The causes of the con�lict are complex and multifaceted. Aside from political disputes, con�licts have often arisen over access to
land and pasture, and in regard to the exploitation of natural resources on the
local level.
Weapons are everywhere in Darfur. They are in the hands of rebels, the military, of rival clans, and of criminal gangs and smugglers. However members of
the local civilian population also own weapons, which are perceived as providing protection against the criminal gangs and parties to the con�lict. Many
people also feel that the government does not provide suf�icient protection;
indeed they even sometimes feel actively threatened.

Children playing with large calibre weapons, a blacksmith making amulets that
protect against violence—pictures like these clearly show how armed con�licts
have entered the very fabric of everyday life of the people in Darfur.
Their yearning for life in peace is great. The marking and registration of small
arms and light weapons is a �irst step towards the control of weapons that
bring suffering and destruction. Such topics lie at the very heart of the work
of the peace and con�lict research institute BICC (Bonn International Center
for Conversion). On behalf of the German Federal Foreign Of�ice, BICC offers
technical advice and support to local and national small arms control efforts,
particularly in West Darfur.

Children’s daily lives aﬀected by weapons
Children playing with ammunition casings in El Geneina, West Darfur. The
12.7 x 108mm ammunition pictured here is most frequently used in DShK
‘Dushka’ machine guns mounted on Toyota Land Cruisers. After several decades of con�lict, violence seeps into the very fabric of everyday life, including
games played by children.
Blacksmith crafting protection amulets
Community members use traditional
coping mechanisms to deal with living in
an insecure environment. Here, a knifemaker in a market place in Thandelti,
West Darfur, also produces distinctive
amulets called a hijab. The amulets, consisting of verses of the Koran often
contained in a leather pouch, are believed
to protect the wearer from violence and
are worn around the left arm or directly
attached to weapons including knives
and ri�les.

In its work, BICC supports co-operation between weapons registering committees, traditional leaders of communities, and the area of�ices of the Sudan
Disarmament, Demobilisation and Reintegration Commission (SDDRC). It is
due to such co-operation that more and more community members are willing
to have their weapons registered and marked.

In Darfur, BICC also co-operates closely with the United Nations and international aid organisations. The rationale behind this close cooperation is that
the registration and marking process must be accompanied by development
efforts if the safety of the population is to be improved. Exemplifying this logic,
the programmes of UNAMID (United Nations–African Union Mission in Darfur)
offer jobs to the local population in long-term projects which intend to counter
the structural causes of the con�lict.
Regular patrols by the Sudan–Chad Joint Border Force established a few years
ago have proven to be effective in providing more security in the region.
Because of their �ight against armed robbers and criminal traf�ickers, many
communities in the border region have been able to resume the transport of
their goods and cattle across great distances to various market towns.

The photo exhibition “A Call for Arms: Community security and arms control in
Darfur” documents this complex process. The photographer Nikhil Acharya has
been working as a BICC Technical Advisor in Sudan since 2013.

Community members waiting outside a remote arms registration and
marking (ARM) site
Community members who have come to register and mark their weapons
wait for their turn outside the remote marking site (Sirba, West Darfur,
June 2013) The sheer size of Darfur means that establishing arms registration and marking (ARM) sites at the right place at the right time is crucial for the programme to be effective. Depending on the season and time
of the year, setting up ARM sites at market areas, particularly along the
border, as well as along nomadic migration routes could prove effective.

The markers use a Spanish manufactured Couth MC2000 dot-peen
marking machine provided to Sudan by the Regional Centre on Small
Arms (RECSA). Community members enter the marking room in Sirba,
West Darfur, after the magazine and ammunition is removed from the
weapon. A unique identifying number is then marked on to an essential, metal element of the weapon and the data recorded electronically
and on paper. This unique number is then printed on a laminated photo
identi�ication card that is handed back to the owner along with the
marked weapon.
A marked example of an Austrian
manufactured Glock 9mm pistol
The body of this handgun is
made of a polymer. The mark is
therefore placed on an essential,
metallic section of the weapon.
The star sign represents the
RECSA region (Regional Center
on Small Arms) while SD is the
ISO code for Sudan followed by a
unique identi�ication number.

Senior community leaders
discussing the ARM process
Senior community leaders, including the Sultan of West Darfur
(�irst from right), meet to discuss
and debate the ARM process in
the Legislative Assembly Hall, El
Geneina, West Darfur, in December 2012. The Sudan DDR Commission (SDDRC) representative
for West Darfur, Isa Adam Baraka,
is also present (background,
centre of frame).

A Kalashnikov AK47 5.56mm assault riﬂe being marked

Sudan–Chad Joint Border Forces
soldier

Market in Bir Saliba, West Darfur
A woman sells sun-dried tomatoes in the market town of Bir Saliba along
the Sudan-Chad border. Regular patrols by the ‘Force Mixte’ have helped
revitalize the economy by enabling communities to once again transport
goods and livestock over large distances to different markets.

The soldier is manning a Dushka
12.7mm machine gun mounted on a
Toyota Land Cruiser at a checkpoint
near the Sudanese–Chadian border.
He provides security cover to the entrance of the camp of the Joint Forces
near Sirba. The Forces rotate bases
every six months moving between
El Geneina, West Darfur and Abeche,
Chad.

