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FOSS4G is widely recognized as the largest technical geospatial Open Source conference. FOSS4G 
focuses on Free and Open Source Software for Geospatial and brings together attendees across a 
broad spectrum of domains and communities. The key topics this year will be Land Information, 
Disaster Management, Remote Sensing and Open Data. The core conference will take place in Bonn, 
Germany, in the World Conference Center Bonn (WCCB), 24-26th of August 2016.  
 
Introduction to the topic talk: In satellite-based and volunteered crisis mapping, collaborative sharing 
and editing of (geo-) information is crucial to a successful response. We invite software developers, 
data producers and end-users of information to participate in the exchange of best practices, open 
issues and experiences, particularly within the collaborative mapping workflows of information-
sharing, real time editing and evaluation. Besides practical aspects, ethical challenges when collecting, 
providing, sharing and visualizing data in an open and secure manner during emerging crises as well as 
the responses to these challenges will be addressed. Our goal is closing with a set of 
recommendations, fixing the results and initiating follow-up actions. 
 
Panellists of the Topic Talk: 
 

 Peter Zeil (Moderator)  
Spatial Services and current chair of the IWG-SEM  

 Lorant Czaran  
United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) 

 Simone Dalmasso 
European Commission, Joint Research Centre (JRC) 

 Blake Girardot 
Humanitarian Open Street Map Team  (HOT-OSM) 

 Bert Niehaus 
Institute of Mathematics,  University of Koblenz-Landau 

 Lars Wirkus 
Bonn International Center for Conversion (BICC) 

 
Major points of discussion: 
  

 Challenges to and limitations of different stakeholders in collecting, providing, sharing and 
visualizing data in an open and secure manner during crises and violent conflicts. 

 Stakeholders’ needs and requirements. 

 The landscape of open software, libraries and standards for improved collaboration. 

 Improve workflows of geospatial information-sharing, tagging, editing and evaluation during 
emergency response through the use of open source collaborative mapping technologies.  

 Interoperability between data (imagery) providers, mapping experts and first responders 
through shared data structure. 

 
For further information please contact Lars Wirkus (wirkus@bicc.de)  
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