NEWSLETTER
September 2020
#7

News
ICB research associate Dr. Mahsa Motlagh chairs at the
Water Security and Climate Change Conference (WSCC)
We are happy to announce that research associate Dr. Mahsa Motlagh,
Bonn Alliance for Sustainability Research/ Innova�on Campus Bpnn (ICB),
will be chairing a session �tled “Smart Water Technologies and Digital
Solu�ons to Advance Water Security” at the “Water Security and Climate
Change Conference (WSCC)”, 1-3 March 2021 in Hanoi, Vietnam.
You are invited to share your research, projects, and expert insights on
digitaliza�on and sustainable development in the water sector in this
session and submit your abstract by September 30, 2020.
Follow this link for further informa�on on the session and submission
process.

Start of the digital MGG Academy 2020
How can interna�onal collabora�on and knowledge coopera�on be
successful? How can we shape socie�es worldwide and make them more
sustainable? The Managing Global Governance (MGG) Academy of the
German Development Ins�tute / Deutsches Ins�tut für
Entwicklungspoli�k (DIE) will dedicate itself to these demanding
ques�ons. The MGG Academy 2020 starts on 17 August. It is financed by
the German Federal Ministry for Economic Coopera�on and
Development (BMZ).
This year, the four months dialogue and training programme will, for the
first �me in 13 years, not take place in Bonn, Germany, due to the corona
crisis. In order to make human encounters and individual learning
possible nevertheless, DIE has developed an innova�ve, virtual concept
for the Academy. This year, 24 young change-makers from Brazil, China,
Germany, India, Indonesia, the Netherlands, Mexico, and South Africa are
taking part.

News
In their home countries, they work in ministries, research ins�tutes, think
tanks, civil society organisa�ons or the private sector. Evelien Fiselier,
Project Assistant in the Head Office of the Bonn Alliance for Sustainability
Research, is one of them.
Con�nue reading.

New director at UNU-EHS: Dr. Shen Xiaomeng
As of August 1, 2020, Dr. Shen Xiaomeng assumed the role of UNU ViceRector in Europe (UNU-ViE) and Director of the Ins�tute for Environment
and Human Security of the United Na�ons niversity (UNU-EHS). We wish
Dr. Shen Xiaomeng good luck in her new posi�on and welcome her
warmly to the Bonn Alliance/ ICB Family!

More Informa�on.

Events
Online discussion at BICC: “A new climate for peace–
Fighting climate change. Prevent Violence.“
As part of the “Bonner Friedenstage 2020” (Bonn Peace Days 2020)
Conrad Sche�er (BICC), together with Birgit Sippel (MdEP) and Koko
Warner (UNFCCC) will discuss threats and measures to combat climate
and peace risks on September 21, at 6pm. The discussion, organized by
BICC (Bonn Interna�onal Center for Conversion), Brot für die Welt,
Friedrich-Ebert-S��ung (FES) and Pla�orm Zivile Konfliktberatung, will
take place online.
Contact: Sohel Ahmed
More informa�on (in German).

Online events at DIE
Industrial policy in times of pandemic - The risks and
benefits of government intervention to
#buildbackbetter
Organized by the German Development Ins�tute / Deutsches Ins�tut für
Enwicklungspoli�k (DIE), the Deutsche Gesellscha� für Interna�onale
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) and the Poverty Reduc�on, Equity and Growth
Network (PEGNET).

Date:
Loca�on:
Language:

September 14, 2020, 2-3.30pm (CEST)
Online
English

Many support the idea of using Post-Covid economic s�muli to promote
structural change (#buildbackbe�er), inves�ng e.g. in green technologies
and digital capabili�es. But, how technology-specific should such
investment be and what does the industrial policy debate tell us in this
regard? What are the best investments to #buildbackbe�er?
Register here.
More informa�on.

Events
10th Dialogue on Water - Governing water sustainably in
mining and post-mining landscapes
On October 8-9, 2020, a digital event, jointly hosted by the German
Development Ins�tute / Deutsches Ins�tut für Entwicklungspoli�k (DIE)
and the Federal Ins�tute for Geosciences and Natural Resources (BGR) will
look at the poten�al mining offers regarding rare employment
opportuni�es in rural areas and, arguably, boos�ng na�onal economies.
However, mining also carries vast social and environmental risks, many of
them related to water contamina�on and worsening water scarcity.[...]
More informa�on.

Distinguished Lecture Series at the University of Bonn:
“Innovation Pathways to Sustainability”
Organized by the Transdisciplinary Research Area “Innova�on and
Technology for Sustainable Futures” of the University of Bonn.
"Understanding Sustainability through Mercury Stories: Lessons for
Decision-Making from a Vola�le Element?"
Date:
September 3, 2020, 2pm (CEST)
Loca�on:
Online (Zoom)
Language:
English
Speaker:
Prof. Noelle E. Selin, Massachuse�s Ins�tute of
Technology
„Nutri�on-Sensi�ve Agriculture: Empirical Evidence from Developing
Countries“
Datum:
23. September, 2020, 14:00 Uhr (CEST)
Referent:
Herrn Prof. Qaim, Universität Gö�ngen
Please register here.
More informa�on.

Events
Save the Date: One Health and urban Transformation
Symposium - Closing event of the Forschungskolleg
“One Health and urban Transformation”
Organized by the NRW Forschungskolleg One Health and Urban
Transforma�on Graduate School in coopera�on with mul�ple ins�tutes of
the University of Bonn, the Interna�onal Centre for Sustainable
Development (IZNE) of the Hochschule Bonn Rhein-Sieg (H-BRS),
University for Applied Sciences, and the Ins�tute for Environment and
Human Security of the United Na�ons University (UNU-EHS).

Date:
Loca�on:
Language:

November 3, 2020, 10am-4pm
University Club Bonn, Konviktstr. 9, 53113 Bonn
English

One Health is an integra�ve approach at the interface between human,
animal and environmental health, requiring inter- and transdisciplinary
research and intersectoral collabora�on to comprehensively inves�gate
risk dynamics and develop management and mi�ga�on op�ons. The
interac�ons between humans, animals and their shared environment are
greatly affected by urbaniza�on processes and transforma�ons leading to
health implica�ons and risks both at local and global level. The upcoming
symposium provides an opportunity for dialogue between stakeholders
and academia on One Health and urban transforma�ons.[...]
Con�nue reading.
The event will be held in English and includes an online stream. On-site
par�cipa�on is limited to 70 persons. Registra�on is required and will
open soon.

Worth reading and watching
Podcast with Prof. Dr. Rhyner, Scientific Director
“Folge 18 - Der Weg zu einer nachhaltigeren
Gesellschaft”
Scien�fic Director of the Bonn Alliance/ ICB Prof. Dr. Jakob Rhyner talks
about pathways to a sustainable society in episode 18 of the podcast of
the Ini�a�ve for Sustainable Agricultural Supply Chains (INA). Among other
things, the episode addresses our research priori�es at the ICB, renewable
energy resources and sustainability in global value chains.
Here to the German podcast.

UNU statement on risk of Mont Blanc glacier collapse
While most glaciers always move and the falling of ice blocks from the
glacier tongue at Mont Blanc is a usual phenomenon, the movements of
the Planpincieux glacier have accelerated significantly over the last years.
The glacier currently shi�s with a speed of 50-60 cm per day, compared to
only about 30 cm per day in 2019. Rising temperatures lead to more
mel�ng water in the glacier body, contribu�ng to accelerated movements.
In addi�on, reduced snowfall in winter leads to the glacier losing volume,
especially so since the year 2000. Due to its morphological se�ng, at the
Planpincieux glacier, one of many glaciers of the Mont Blanc massif, ice
blocks have always fallen over the edge as the glacier ends at a very steep,
almost ver�cal slope, but the speed and magnitude at which this is
happening can be linked back to climate change.[...]
Con�nue reading.

Worth reading and watching
UNU Publications
‘When we were children we had dreams, then we came
to Dhaka to survive’: urban stories connecting loss of
wellbeing, displacement and (im)mobility
“This ar�cle uses storytelling methodology to inves�gate the connec�ons
between urban climate-induced loss of wellbeing and (im)mobility in
Bhola Slum, an informal se�lement in Dhaka, Bangladesh. The insights
gained from this work can therefore help safeguard vulnerable popula�ons
worldwide and build more robust climate policy frameworks. [...]”
Here for more informa�on on the publica�on.

When the disaster strikes: Gendered (im)mobility in
Bangladesh
“Gender influences people’s behaviour in various ways. This study
inves�gates gendered (im)mobility during cyclone strikes in Bangladesh.
[...] These empirical insights are important to inform climate policy in a
way that it be�er supports vulnerable popula�ons worldwide as they
confront global environmental changes today and in the future.”
Here for more informa�on on the publica�on.
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