
 

 

Bonn Water Network launches website at virtual World Water Day event on March 23 
 

The Bonn Water Network launched its new website http://www.bonnwaternetwork.de during the 
Network’s virtual World Water Day 2021 event on March 23 (more information here) which was 
organized on the occasion of World Water Day 2021 (‘Valuing Water’).  

More than 200 participants from all over the world registered for the virtual event. The event was co-
hosted by Luna Bharati, (IWMI) and Annabelle Houdret, (DIE) spokespersons for the Bonn Water 
Network. Luna Bharati stressed in her introduction the importance of recognizing the ever-changing 
mosaic of water values and fostering an enabling environment for cooperation. 
 
The first contribution was by Bonn’s Mayor Ms. Katja Dörner, who stressed in her video message on 
World Water Day how crucial water-related research and policy work is for Bonn, which is 
celebrating its 25th anniversary as Germany’s United Nations City. Danilo Türk, former president of 
Slovenia and Geneva Water Hub, Margaret Deignan , senior editor with Springer Nature, and Janos 
Bogardi, chief editor, then introduced the Handbook of Water Resources Management: Discourses, 
Concepts and Examples’ (published by Springer, 2021) which was launched at the event.  
 
During the subsequent round table discussion and Q&A, authors of the handbook and members of the 

Bonn Water Network gave input on and discussed different aspects of the World Water Day’s 2021 

theme ‘Valuing Water’. Zita Sebesvari (UNU- EHS) explained how different drivers, pressures and 

stressors challenge the value of water, Bernhard Tischbein (ZEF) explored how to value water for the 

environment in a context of high demand and negative environmental impacts of water use for 

irrigation, Ines Dombrowsky (DIE) elaborated on the role and effectiveness of river basin organizations 

in mediating different water needs and values, whereas Mahsa Motlagh (Bonn Alliance) talked about 

how emerging digital technologies can contribute to better valuing water in sustainable governance 

approaches. 

If you missed the Bonn Water Network’s March 23 event you can watch the Zoom recording on ZEF’s 
youtube channel here: https://youtu.be/B8M44eKNmxM 

This event was also part of the “25 years of UN in Bonn” campaign, celebrating Bonn as Germany’s 

United Nations City for 25 years. 

 
The Bonn Water Network aims at bundling and representing the Bonn-based capacities for water 
research, training and policy advice with a focus on international activities but also well established in 
the German and European contexts. The Network’s members are: the Bonn International Center for 
Conversion (BICC); Bonn University with its Institute of Geography (GIUB) holding the UNESCO Chair in 
Human Water Systems, the Center for Development Research (ZEF) and the Institute for Hygiene and 
Public Health (IHPH); the German Development Institute/Deutsches Institut für Entwicklungspolitik 
(DIE); the IUCN Environmental Law Center; the International Water Management Institute (IWMI) and 
three Bonn-based UN institutions: the United Nations Institute for Environment and Human Security 
(UNU-EHS) and the Secretariat of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) 
and the Global Water Operators Partnerships Alliance (UN-Habitat/GWOPA). 

https://www.die-gdi.de/en/water-governance/
http://www.bonnwaternetwork.de/
https://www.worldwaterday.org/
https://www.zef.de/media-center/events/details.html?contact=1067&tx_news_pi1%5Bnews%5D=4226&cHash=e0457859a0db518c2a1e418492779d8b
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/about/staff-list/luna-bharati/
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/
https://www.die-gdi.de/annabelle-houdret/
https://www.die-gdi.de/
https://www.bonn.de/service-bieten/stadtpolitik-ortsrecht/oberbuergermeisterin.php
https://www.bonn.de/microsite/en/services/the-mayor/the-mayor.php
https://www.bonn.de/microsite/en/services/the-mayor/the-mayor.php
https://www.genevawaterhub.org/about-us
https://www.springer.com/de/
https://www.zef.de/index.php?id=2232&tx_zefportal_staff_info%5bref%5d=2252&tx_zefportal_staff_info%5buid%5d=1346&tx_zefportal_staff_profile%5buid%5d=1346&no_cache=1
https://www.zef.de/index.php?id=2232&tx_zefportal_staff_info%5bref%5d=2252&tx_zefportal_staff_info%5buid%5d=1346&tx_zefportal_staff_profile%5buid%5d=1346&no_cache=1
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783030601454
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783030601454
https://ehs.unu.edu/experts/researchexperts/sebesvari-zita.html#profile
https://www.zef.de/index.php?id=2232&tx_zefportal_staff_info%5bref%5d=2252&tx_zefportal_staff_info%5buid%5d=949&tx_zefportal_staff_profile%5buid%5d=949&no_cache=1
https://www.die-gdi.de/ines-dombrowsky/
https://www.bonnalliance-icb.de/de/icb/projekte/digitainable/dr-mahsa-motlagh/
https://www.zef.de/media-center/events/details.html?contact=1067&tx_news_pi1%5Bnews%5D=4226&cHash=e0457859a0db518c2a1e418492779d8b
https://youtu.be/B8M44eKNmxM
https://www.bonn.de/microsite/en/international-profile/united-nations-in-bonn/25-years-un-in-bonn.php
https://www.die-gdi.de/en/water-governance/
https://www.bicc.de/
https://www.geographie.uni-bonn.de/
https://www.zef.de/zefhome.html
https://www.ukbonn.de/42256BC8002AF3E7/direct/startseite-institut-hygiene-und-oeffentliche-gesundheit
https://www.die-gdi.de/
https://www.iucn.org/theme/environmental-law/about/environmental-law-centre
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/
https://ehs.unu.edu/
https://www.unccd.int/
https://gwopa.org/

