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PRESS RELEASE 

BICC (Bonn International Center for Conversion) is pleased to announce that it has 

signed a five-year partnership agreement with the Balsillie School of International 

Affairs, an institute for advanced research, education, and outreach in the fields of 

global governance and international public policy, along with Wilfrid Laurier University 

and the University of Waterloo, Canada. The agreement establishes an annual 

internship with BICC for masters-level students and visiting fellow positions for doctoral 

students based at the Balsillie School of International Affairs (BSIA).  

“We are thrilled to be partnering with one of the world’s leading and most innovative 

think tanks in the field of peace and conflict,” said Dr. John Ravenhill, Director of the 

Balsillie School of International Affairs. “The combination of its unique approach to the 

study of organized violence in all its forms and sophisticated engagement with multiple 

stakeholders offers students based at the School a terrific opportunity to gain practical 

experience doing policy-relevant research and outreach, all the while advancing BICC’s 

vision of a more peaceful world.”  

Under the terms of this agreement, the programme will select one student each year to 

intern at BICC’s headquarters in Bonn, Germany.  

 

“This is an exciting partnership for BICC,” said Lars Wirkus, Head of Data & Geomatics at 

BICC. “The BSIA – with its mission to develop new solutions to humanity’s most critical 

problems through rigorous interdisciplinary scholarship – is a natural partner for us. We 

are very much looking forward to not only hosting its students, but also collaborating 

with faculty on various research projects of common interest.”   
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Background 

Established in 2007, the Balsillie School of International Affairs is an equal 

collaboration among the Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI), Wilfrid 

Laurier University (WLU), and the University of Waterloo (UW). The School is home to 

three world-class academic graduate programs in Global Governance and International 

Public Policy offered by the University of Waterloo and Wilfrid Laurier University.  

The School has six intersecting thematic research priorities: 

 Conflict and Security 

 Environment and Resources 

 Migration, Mobilities and Social Politics 

 Global Political Economy 

 Multilateral Institutions 

 Science and Health Policy 

 

BICC is a think tank with international staff. It was founded in 1994 and is a member of 

the German Johannes-Rau-Research Community. The centre’s director for research holds 

a chair for Peace and Conflict Research at Bonn University. As an independent, non-profit 

organization, the centre deals with a wide range of global topics in the field of peace and 

conflict research centering on problems posed by organized violence.  

BICC has nine thematic research areas:  

 Discourses about war  

 Civil–military boundaries 

 Arms production and political economy 

 Arms transfers and arms control  

 Base conversion and arms destruction 

 Mobilization and demobilization 

 Use of violence 

 Natural resources 

 Migration  

https://www.balsillieschool.ca/
https://www.balsillieschool.ca/research
https://www.bicc.de/research-themes/discourses-about-war/
https://www.bicc.de/research-themes/civil-military-boundaries/
https://www.bicc.de/research-themes/arms-production-and-political-economy/
https://www.bicc.de/research-themes/arms-transfers-and-arms-control/
https://www.bicc.de/research-themes/base-conversion-and-arms-destruction/
https://www.bicc.de/research-themes/mobilization-and-demobilization/
https://www.bicc.de/research-themes/use-of-violence/
https://www.bicc.de/research-themes/natural-resources/
https://www.bicc.de/research-themes/migration/

