
                                                
 

 

 
 

Symposium  

“Aid Under Fire”: 
International Development and Global (In-) Security 

8 April 2016 

At BICC, Pfarrer-Byns-Str. 1, 53121 Bonn 

The symposium addresses the role of international development cooperation in the 
context of global insecurity and asks to what extent international development 
cooperation can and should contribute to global and sustainable security. It discusses 
the role of international development cooperation in the context of global insecurity. It 
asks (a) whether international development can contribute to a global and sustainable 
security strategy, (b) which risks remain and (c) whose security is at stake in strategies 
of global risk aversion. We particularly invite young scholars to present their work and 
discuss their research with practitioners from international development. 
 
Security is a major goal of international development cooperation. International aid to 
“security sector reforms” and “good governance” initiatives, or the support to fragile 
states highlight the fact that security is more than simply the absence of physical harm. 
The UN concept of human security also includes aspects such as nutrition, education and 
healthcare and thereby prioritizes a complex understanding of security. This complexity 
is by transnational terrorism, non-state actors as conflict parties or fragile states 
incapable of providing secure spaces for both their citizens and development 
practitioners.  
 
The increased emphasis on security in international development is often criticised. The 
“security–development complex” is said to address mainly the security concerns of 
donors and to prevent a thorough analysis of the root causes of conflicts. In some cases 
the focus on security might even escalate conflicts instead of solving them. The 
symposium asks whether this criticism is justified and whether this means that 
development cooperation cannot succeed in the context of global insecurities. 
 
By bringing together researchers and practitioners from both sectors, the symposium 
aims to discuss the difficult relationship between international development 
cooperation and global (in-) security. We particularly welcome exposés addressing 
questions of the following panels:  
 

1. Which risks, whose security? 

- How is security understood and applied in everyday development practice? 



                                                
 

 

- Is “human security” a realistic objective of international development or is the 
concept too broad to be useful in developmental practice?  

- To what extent can we justify the criticism that merging development 
cooperation and security policies addresses, above all, the security interests of 
donor countries and leads to a simplified analysis of conflict and insecurity roots? 

2. Security and the (failing) state 

- How is it possible to guarantee (human) security if the state has lost (or has 
never had) a monopoly of the use of force?  

- How can development cooperation succeed if state institutions are too weak to 
be reliable partners of development?  

- To what extent can a more differentiated understanding of state fragility help to 
improve development planning and practice?  

3. The globalisation of risk 

- Is it ethically and politically justified to implement development projects in areas 
of high terror alerts, e.g. considering the risk of kidnapping and hostage taking? 

- Which insights from current research on global terrorism can improve the 
planning of sustainable development projects while decreasing the risk for 
development practitioners?  

Please submit your abstract (up to 200 words) with the name of the panel, your 
institutional affiliation and your contact details to Dr. Sabine Höhn 
(sabine.hoehn@kfibs.org) by 19 February 2016. We aim to decide on the submissions 
within 2 weeks. 

The half-day conference will take place on 8 April 2016 at the Bonn International Center 
for Conversion (BICC). Unfortunately we cannot fund transport or accommodation for 
participants. You can book a hotel in Bonn here: http://www.bonn-region.de/. 

 

Contact 

Kölner Forum für Internationale Beziehungen und Sicherheitspolitik e.V. (KFIBS) 

Dr. Sabine Höhn, sabine.hoehn@kfibs.org 

 

mailto:sabine.hoehn@kfibs.org
http://www.bonn-region.de/
mailto:sabine.hoehn@kfibs.org

