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An Open Letter to the world’s 
environmental ministers
Nuclear reactor catastrophe 
in Japan is a warning

By C. G. Weeramantry 

The earthquake in Japan and the resulting 
damage to nuclear power plants have sent 

shock waves and a dire note of warning to the 
world’s entire population. Despite their obvious 
dangers, nuclear reactors are proliferating 
worldwide and sowing the seeds of pollution and 
congenital deformities for a thousand generations 
to come (the half life of Plutonium 239, one of the 
byproducts of nuclear activities is 24,100 years). 

(…) Every single citizen is a trustee of the 
environment. All the more are governments 
trustees, and the environmental ministers of the 
world in particular bear a special responsibility 
in this regard. We are in default of our duties if 
we continue to keep open such possibilities and 
create more, despite our knowledge of their 
dreadful consequences. Our generation and 
particularly those who are specially entrusted with 
the care of the environment will have to answer 
before the bar of history for our default and abuse 
of trust. Indeed, we are committing the gravest 
possible crime against future generations and are 
doing so with a full consciousness of the effects of 
our actions. 

(…) I take the liberty of addressing you on this 
matter as I have for over 30 years campaigned 
against the dangers of nuclear weapons, nuclear 
reactors and nuclear waste. As early as 1985 did 
I tour the major cities of Japan on the occasion 
of the Japan Scientists’ Association delivering 
lectures on the dire dangers to humanity resulting 
from nuclear weapons, nuclear reactors and 
nuclear waste. 

(…) In my Dissenting Opinion in the case in 
which an Advisory Opinion was sought from the 
International Court of Justice on the legality of 

nuclear weapons, I discussed the possibility of 
damage to nuclear reactors and the lethal doses 
of radiation to exposed persons 150 miles downwind 
as well as the radioactive contamination of the 
environment more than 600 miles away. I also 
discussed the damage caused by the Chernobyl 
incident, for years after its occurrence, to all species 
of life for thousands of square miles in the vicinity, 
which necessitated the pouring in of medical 
personnel, supplies and equipment from across 
the Soviet Union in a manner which strained the 
resources even of that powerful nation. Smaller 
states could be completely crippled by such an 
accident, with a loss of income, loss of life, loss of 
jobs and loss of resources from which it would take 
generations to recover. Medical injuries caused 
included convulsions, vascular damage, cardio 
vascular collapse, keloids, and cancers. 

Having discussed these dangers in judgments, 
publications and lectures worldwide for so many 
years, I have been devastated at the thought that 
my worst premonitions have come to pass and 
worse can follow if we continue with our betrayal 
of trust and abandonment of responsibility towards 
our children and our children’s children. 

Any plea for the abolition of nuclear reactors 
would be incomplete without reference to the 
problem of disposal of nuclear waste. Nuclear waste 
carries all the elements of radioactive danger to 
health and the environment and there is no known 
means of disposal of these toxic accumulations. 
Whether they be buried in the depths of the ocean 
or deep trenches or salt beds, or wherever else, we 
cannot guarantee for twenty-four thousand years 
that they will remain safe in their repositories, and we 
would be inflicting this source of inter-generational, 
environmental, and physical damage on future 
generations in a manner which is totally unjustifiable 
by any standards of morality or law. 

Another danger, which by itself is sufficient to 
justify the total abolition of nuclear reactors, is that 
nuclear waste from hundreds of reactors cannot 
possibly be accounted for and it is well known 
that such records are not maintained, even by 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 
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This material is the raw material needed for the 
manufacture of nuclear weapons and there is 
here an open invitation to terrorists across the 
world to interest themselves in the manufacture of 
nuclear weapons. This is particularly dangerous in 
a world in which the necessary knowledge for the 
construction of a nuclear weapon is available on 
the internet, as I have been assured by eminent 
physicists. 

In the result, the continuance and proliferation 
of nuclear reactors violates every principle of 
humanitarian law, international law, environmental 
law and international sustainable development 
law. 

(…) I urge on you, as custodians of our 
environment, the need for immediate action to 
halt the construction of new reactors, explore 
alternative energy systems and phase out the 
existing ones. Populations throughout the world 
need to be alerted to the dangers we are facing. 
The one-way flow of information on the benefits of 
nuclear reactors needs to be reversed. 

Failure to take these steps will result in the 
commission of crimes against future generations 
and a gross betrayal of the trust which we owe to 
our children and our children’s children. You are in 
a position to play a leadership role in this crisis. This is 
an appeal to you, as those primarily responsible for 
the care of our planet, to do all within your power 
to avert the catastrophes that loom ahead. 
Time is running out. Please act now. 

C. G. Weeramantry is Former Vice President, International 
Court of Justice, The Hague, President, International Asso-
ciation of Lawyers against Nuclear Arms, Founder Trustee, 
Weeramantry International Centre for Peace Education 
& Research and Laureate of the Right Livelihood Award

Christof Kögler joined BICC as an intern in 2009. 
Since April 2010, he works as a Research 

Assistant in the research team on Small Arms 
and Light Weapons control. In addition, he has 
worked on a wide range of issues including the 
disarmament, demobilization and reintegration 
of ex-combatants in Sudan, Guinea-Bissau and 
Nepal, the role of diaspora returnees in post-conflict 
and fragile societies, root causes for piracy off 
the Somali cost, as well as the conflict potential 
of renewable energy installations in the Middle 
East and North Africa. He has a special interest 
in cultural- and identity-based aspects of conflict 
resolution.

Chr istof  studied Pol i t ical  Science and 
Anthropology (Magister Artium) at Heidelberg 
University. He spent a year at the University of 
Lausanne in Switzerland, another one at the 
University of Massachusetts, Boston, where he 
studied Dispute Resolution. During his studies, 
he focused on political economy, the effects of 
global economic deregulation, as well as the 
construction, role, and transformation of ethnic, 
national and other group identities. The regional 
focus of his studies was on South Asia and his thesis 
analyzed the development of citizenship in India 
since independence, which has slowly transformed 
from an inclusive ius soli to an exclusive ius sanguinis 
conception.

Christof enjoys exploring the world. After his high 
school graduation, he journeyed through Russia, 
Mongolia, China, Tibet and Nepal, a trip which 
sparked his fascination with Asia. He now plans to 
work his way through Southeast towards East Asia. 
In his spare time, he plays West African drums in the 
Malinké tradition and is a competitive chess player 
for the local Godesberg chess club.

 For further information please contact  
 Christof Kögler at koeglert@bicc.de
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Migration & Security: 
Durable Solutions for Refugees

The Institute for Political Science and Sociology at 
the University of Bonn and BICC further extend 

their cooperation through a joint research project 
entitled: “Migration & Security: Durable Solutions 
for Refugees”.

After a significant change in attitude and 
policies towards migration after the era of 
colonialism and apartheid—from a liberal open-
door-policy approach towards a more restrictive 
and control-oriented one—the Southern African 
states institutionalized through the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) have tried to 
install a common ground for the purpose of being 
able to manage migration in the region. To this 
end, SADC has devised the “Draft Protocol on the 
Facilitation of Movement of Persons”. After some 
alterations to an initial draft in 1996, which led to 
an abolition of the then intended objective of free 
movement, it is still a work in progress since it has 
not gained enough trust among the member states 
and thus has just been ratified by four. It needs the 
ratification of at least nine to come into effect. 
An adoption of the Draft Protocol would mean 
a visa-free entry for citizens of the state parties 
with some constraints, as well as the possibility of 
residence and establishment in any state party. The 
underlying question that is to be answered within 
the research project is to what extent this process 
affects durable solutions for refugees.

Stemming from this particular course of action 
among the SADC member states, a thorough 
assessment will be the subject-matter of the 
research, regarding the history, actors, interests, 
structures, processes and dynamics of striven 
migration regime(s) in the region. The respective 
multi- and bilateral agreements, the actual 
policies of the respective states and the eventual 
repercussions for the refugee problem will be under 
scientific scrutiny.

After signing a Memorandum of Understanding 
in October 2008, the project was installed in 
December 2010 and will end in June 2011 for the 
time being. It is hoped to build the foundations 
for a long-term research project between the 
two partners, focusing on new approaches to 
migration governance in Sub-Saharan Africa and 
their repercussions for refugees.

 For further information please contact 
 Andrea Warnecke at warnecke@bicc.de or
 Daniele Dickmann at daniele.dickmann@ 

 uni-bonn.de



Artisanal Miners in the DR 
Congo and in Peru

In cooperation with SÜDWIND e.V., BICC plans 
to start the project: “Artisanal miners of natural 

resources in developing countries: Can certification 
schemes improve their living conditions?”. The 
project will be looking into the situation of artisanal 
miners in Peru and the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC).

In many developing countries, natural resources 
are mined by artisanal miners. Despite low 
production output by these miners, artisanal 
mining provides work to many more people than 
industrial mining. According to estimates by the 
United Nations, the number of people working 
as artisanal miners extracting natural resources 
amounts to 10 to 15 million. Up to 100 million people 
economically depend on these. As working and 
living conditions of these miners are generally 
very poor, a number of initiatives aim to improve 
them and stem the flow of conflict commodities. 
Nevertheless, many of these approaches may favor 
industrial over artisanal 
mining, thereby driving 
artisanal miners out of 
their jobs. 

In the DRC, a (post-)
conflict country, the 
number of artisanal 
miners is very high and 
their living conditions 
are extremely insecure. 
In Peru, on the other 
hand, there are also 
many artisanal miners 
but efforts to organize 
them and to improve their situation are underway. 

Because the countries are different and alike at 
the same time, important insights can be gleaned 
not only from their problems but also with respect 
to approaches which might solve these. 

The project will conduct two country studies on 
the DRC and Peru, which are based on a general 
literature overview of the topic and on field 
research. During an expert workshop, the results 
will be discussed with representatives of the industry 
and development policy as well as representatives 
of artisanal miners. A documentation evaluating 
the workshop as well as further discussion events 
are also planned. 

 For further information please contact 
 Marie Müller at mueller@bicc.de 
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In this framework, Peter J. Croll, Director of BICC, 
presented the work of the Center.
 For further information please contact 
 Peter J. Croll at croll@bicc.de

On Monday, 28 February 2011, BICC invited 
the interested public to the presentation of the 
publication The Global Militarization Index (GMI) 
– The Use of the GMI for Evaluating Development 
Orientation of States and Regional Militarization. This 
was followed by a panel discussion in Geman. The 
study was financed by the German Federal Ministry 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). 
Discussants were Jan Grebe, BICC and author of 
the study, Peter Krahl, German Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), 
and Dr. Bernhard Moltmann, Peace Research 
Institute Frankfurt (PRIF). Peter J. Croll, Director BICC, 
was the facilitator.
 For further information please contact 
 Jan Grebe at grebe@bicc.de

Peter Croll participated in the “2011 Transatlantic 
Conference on Minority Political Leadership” 
(TMPLC), which took place on 24 March 2011 in 
Brussels.

The TMPLC has become an annual event 
following the seminal 2009 “Black European 
Summit: Transatlantic Dialogue on Minority Political 
Participation,” focused on Black and ethnic 
minority political participation in North American 
and Europe. Conference participants are a small 
select group comprised of members of the US 
Congress, European Parliamentarians, and other 
invited guests.  

The Conference’s Parliamentary Forum 2011 was 
entitled: “Including Diversity on the Transatlantic 
Agenda” and addressed the European Parliament 
Resolution of the 2010 EU-US Summit, which called 
for dialogue between governments on “greater 
tolerance and respect for diversity.” 
 For further information please contact 
 Peter J. Croll at croll@bicc.de

Marc von Boemcken and Michael Ashkenazi 
spent two weeks in Monrovia, Liberia, from 

1 to 14 February, collecting data for a BMZ-
funded project on the effects of Private Security 
Companies on development.  
 For further information please contact 
 Marc von Boemcken at boemcken@bicc.de

BICC has become a formal partner of the Common 
Security and Defence Policy Mission Analysis 
Partnership (CDSP MAP). The webportal http://
www.csdpmap.eu provides access to the site. 
(Associated domain names are www.esdpmap.
org; www.csdpmap.org; www.csdpmap.com and 
www.csdpmap.info.)
 For further information please contact 
 Susanne Heinke at pr@bicc.de

BICC consultants Marie Müller (BICC) and Dr. 
Andrew Grant (University of Queensland) went 
on a mission to Sierra Leone for a project of the 
GIZ to identify entry points for development 
cooperation in the country’s diamond sector. The 
field trip included two multi-stakeholder workshops 
on the implementation of the Kimberley Process 
Certification Scheme hosted by the Sierra Leonean 
Government Gold and Diamond Office. 
 For further information please contact 
 Marie Mueller at Mueller@bicc.de

On 15 March 2011, the Committee for International 
Affairs and Science (Ausschuss für Internationales 
und Wissenschaft) of the city of Bonn met at BICC. 

BICC Notes

New BICC Publications
Participation of Diasporas in Peacebuilding and 
Development. A Handbook for Practitioners and 
Policymakers
http://www.bicc.de/uploads/pdf/publications/
other/2011/PRIO-Report2-2010.pdf

Marius Kahl. 2008. Disarmament, Demobilisation 
and Reintegration. The challenge of socio-
economic Reintegration of ex-combatants after 
war and the role of the International Financial 
Institutions (IFIs). Saarbrücken. VDM Verlag Dr. 
Müller e.K.
http://www.bod.de/index.php?id=296&objk_
id=471286














